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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK (Jeff Shimmin) 
 
We are in the process of finalizing the annual ballot 
which will be mailed out to members around May 26

th
.  

The ballot will include proposed changes to the 
Covenants & By-Laws, election of new Board members 
and approval of the 2010/2011 budget.    I hope our 
decisions will not be based on misinformation.  If you 
have any questions pertaining to the budget or other 
ballot items please attend the “question and answer” 
session with me on June 5

th
 at 2:00 downstairs in the 

Multi-Purpose building.   
 
The Board of Directors has decided the tennis courts will 
be rebuilt this year.  We all know that these courts are 
not used by the majority of our members.  Neither is the 
pool, the park or the golf course, yet we all pay to 
maintain these amenities.  I would like to believe that we 
can see beyond our own interests and do what is best for 
Desert Aire.  The cost for the rebuild will be $120,000.  
We have two options for generating these funds.  One 
option is Ballot Item #8.  It proposes an assessment of 
$130 per lot for the courts and for expanding the RV 
Park.  The other option is Ballot Item #1, the proposed 
2010/2011 budget.  It includes a onetime increase of $65 
per lot for the rebuild.  Under this option the RV sites 
would not be expanded.   My personal recommendation 
is a no vote on Ballot Item #8 and a yes vote on Ballot 
Item #1. 
 
Bill McCaffrey has submitted a letter of resignation as 
Architectural Committee Chair.  He will be replaced by 
Cheryl Wolff.  Bill will continue as a Board member until 
the end of his term in June.  As an Association member 
and as Board President I want to thank Bill for all of his 
hard work chairing this essential committee.  Please offer 
your support to Cheryl as she takes over this difficult 
position. 
 
Recently, our Governor signed Senate Bill 6207 which 
will become law on June 10

th
, 2010.  This law allows the 

County Board of Commissioners to establish “golf cart 
zones”.  Hopefully, this law will eventually allow us to use 
our “non street legal” golf carts on Desert Aire roads.  
Until that time, it is still illegal.  This is only the beginning 
of the process.  We are looking into what steps are 
required for Desert Aire to become a “golf cart zone”.  
Until that happens, only “street legal” carts are allowed 

on the county roads within Desert Aire. 
 
We have recently had problems with golfers bringing 
alcohol onto the golf course which violates our Desert 
Aire rules and Washington State law.  To comply with our 
liquor license regulations any alcohol consumed on the 
golf course must be purchased at the Pro Shop.  Please 
help us avoid the loss of our license by following this rule. 
 
I encourage you to return your annual ballot.  Last year 
we received 394 ballots which was a participation of 32% 
of the members.  I assume that the other 68% of Desert 
Aire had no opinion.  I am curious to see how many wish 
to have a say in the decisions affecting our community 
this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT (James R. Curdy, Jr.) 
 
The winning bid of 9 from the auction of the 1996 Chevy 
S-10 pickup last month was for $1250. 
The free dump days last month took in over 120 cubic 
yards of debris. This year we switched to a single round 
for everyone and it was well used by many for everything 
from lawn clippings, to car batteries, appliances and even 
some waste oil. Waste oil is actually appreciated as we 
use it to heat the shop during winter months. Just drop it 
off anytime we’re open. Mon-Fri 7AM-3PM. 

Fire Dist. #8 Auxiliary is looking for new 

volunteers! 

 

Help support your local Firefighters! 

 

The next meeting will be at 7 PM, Monday 

the 17th at the fire station in Mattawa. 

Projects coming up include a fund raiser 

for a community member and the 

TOBNLHMF EHQDEHFGSDQ½R A@QADBTDq 

 

For more information call Sue Anderson 

509-932-4839 ¦ 509-830-1170 

 

Hope to see some of you there! 

 



  
BUSINESS OFFICE 
Annual Meeting is Saturday June 26

th
 at the Sagebrush 

Senior Center 9:00 AM. 
Reminder: Only members paid current with all dues, 
assessments and CUCF are eligible to vote. 
 
PARK 
The swimming pool will be opening Friday May 28

th
 at 

noon. Memorial Day Weekend! 
Volunteers from the parks committee installed a new 
junior size basketball court in the north end of the park. 
Thanks to all of our volunteers who made it possible. Bob 
Kibler, Terry Jensen, Eric Farkasosky, Eric Wisdom, Kyle 
Romaneski, Gary Walls & James Curdy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MAINTENANCE 
The open house on Saturday April 17

th
 was well 

attended with over 100 people touring the facility and 
most having a hotdog too. 
 

Garbage Service is available through 
Wastemanagement of Wenatchee at (800) 572-4559. 
For non full time residents they even offer a roll out 
service for a nominal fee. With this you don’t even 
have to roll it out to the curb. 

 
The new RV Dump Station is seeing more use all the 
time. It is now located at the Golf Course RV 
campground. 

 
 
 

GOLF COURSE 
Greens and Tees have been aerified but are healing 
slower than most years due to the weather. 
Since opening the golf course January 15

th
 we have 

done 6700 rounds which are up 480 rounds. Our greatest 
increases so far this year have been annual membership 
rounds and punch card rounds.  
 

Quick Fact 
A typical 18-hole golf course covers 
approximately 125 - 150 acres of land. The total 
landmass of golf courses in the United States 
equals about 1/2 the state of Connecticut. 

 
I hope to see many of you at the annual meeting June 
26

th
, 9:00am at the Senior Center. 

 
If you have any questions, thoughts, ideas or concerns 
feel free to contact me:  
James Curdy 
504 Clubhouse Way W or  
509-932-4839 or curdy@desertaire.org 
 
 
Architecture Committee Report - Cheryl Wolff 
  
Activity since the last newsletter 
   Manufactured Homes approved -  4 
   Site Built Homes -   1 
   Garages -  3 
   Shed -  1 
   Misc. (Pools, sun covers, etc.)  -  13 
 
ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS ABOUT TO BUILD 
 
You, the property owner, are responsible for your 
contractor’s blowing dust issues. If your contractor makes 
a mess, we will come to you, not the contractor. So 
please, make sure your contractor has water available 
and lots of hoses AND USES THEM when they break 
ground. 
 
Successful Cleanup Day - Bill McCaffrey 
 
38 residents came out on Friday April 16 
for Desert Aire’s annual cleanup day. Dave  
Williams gave us a recap of his years of cleanup  
efforts in Div 1 thru 4. Over the years he has lived 
here, Dave has picked up over 21,000 bags of  
garbage on his daily walks. What a guy! Thanks Dave. 
And kudos are due to John and Alice Rice for their 
continued efforts on Desert Aire Dr N and Columbia  
Blvd.  Not only did they pick up windblown garbage  
and cans but they were seen pulling up tumble- 
weeds, dead bushes and whatever they could find. 
Not only Friday but they were observed by yours truly  
out for the next three or four days. 
 
Thanks to everyone who turned out. See you next  
year because garbage happens. 
 

mailto:curdy@desertaire.org


  
Communications Committee (Richard Kummer) 
 
The DAOA approved a request, from this committee, to 
set up a process to recognize Desert Aire’s unsung good 
citizens. The process is quite simple. Notify any member 
of the Communications Committee with your nomination 
and a short statement of why they deserve recognition. 
We are looking for those citizens who do the small things 
that make this a great place to live. 
 
The committee will review all nominees. This will be a 
year round process. Those chosen will be recognized at 
the annual DAOA members’ business meeting. 
 
Weekends see increased traffic (runners, walkers, bike 
riders, etc) on our streets. All foot traffic should always 
walk/run on the side of the street facing oncoming traffic. 
Be sure to wear clothing or safety vests when on foot. 
YOU WANT TO BE SEEN! All other modes of 
transportation follow the rules of the road and remember, 
25 MPH on all Desert Aire streets. 
 
We now have 5K/10K Volksmarch routes set up and 
available daily, March through October.  
 
In the last newsletter, I advised that we needed to know 
where emergency medical services are located. This is 
especially important due to our remoteness and limited 
transportation choices (highway system). The following 
list should be of help. 
 
MEDICAL SERVICES GUIDE 
 
LIFE-THREATENING             CALL 911 
 
All other first aid, illness resources: 
 
Fully stocked and updated first aid kit in home, car, boat 
(AED for the well tricked-out golf cart) 
 
 
Mattawa Community Medical Clinic 
210 Government Road 
509 932-4499   same # for after hours 
 
Wahluke Family Health Center 
601 Government Road 
509 932-3535    after hours: 509 488-5256 
 
Hospitals:  ( ) = approximate distance in miles from 
Desert Aire 
 
Richland 
Kadlec Hospital  (50) 
888 Swift Blvd. 
509 946-4611 
 
Ellensburg 
Kittitas Valley Community Hospital    (50) 
603 S Chestnut 
509 962-9841 

 
Sunnyside                                                        
Sunnyside Community Hospital (40) 
2811 Tieton Dr 
509 575-8000 
 
Othello 
 
Othello Community Hospital    (48) 
315 N 14

th
 Ave 

509 488-2636 
 
Moses Lake 
Samaritan Health Care  (63) 
801 E Wheeler Road 
509 765-5606 
 
Quincy 
Quincy Valley Medical Center   (42) 
908 10

th
 Ave S.W. 

509 787-3541 
 
Yakima                                                              
Memorial Hospital   (58) 
2811 Tieton Drive 
509 575-8000 
 
Yakima 
Regional Hospital   (56) 
110 S 9

th
 Ave 

509 575-5000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Until 1990, the deadly poison mercury was used in 
about 30% of latex paints! 
 
Wyoming was the first state to allow women to 
vote. 
 
Grant County Washington is the largest producer 
of potatoes in the U.S. 
 
When young and impoverished, Pablo Picasso 
kept warm by burning his own paintings. 
 
In Athens, Greece, a driver's license can be taken 
away by law if the driver is deemed either 
unbathed or poorly dressed. 



  
 
Desert Aire Airport News – David Strand 
 
Airport Clean-Up 
 
Desert Aire Airport Clean-Up day was a big success this 
year thanks to the fifteen volunteers that helped.  The 
“Friends of the Airport” group walked the airport from one 
end to the other collecting many bags of trash.  They also 

planted 15 new rose 
bushes, and repaired 
the irrigation system on 
the west end.  Karen 
Mulcahy and Linda 
Strand, plus Art Barron, 
Cliff Naser, and Larry 
Handberg 
accomplished the most 
difficult job of all, 

cleaning out the weeds and grass around all of the rose 
bushes, which included a small snake.  Thank you all for 
your service. 
 
 
Reflectors for the North Side Taxiway 
 
Currently the North Side taxiway does not have the 
required number of taxiway reflectors as specified in the 
Airport Layout Plan.  You might have seen the blue 
reflective cylinder shaped devices that mark the edge of 
the taxiway both on the north and south taxiways.  We 

needed 85 new 
reflectors and that was 
going to take a big bite 
out of our available 
funds.  The company 
that sells the reflectors 
charges $42 each, and 
for 85 of them, well 
yikes. 
 

We talked the company into selling us the flat reflective 
aluminum sheets at just $8 per sheet.  David Kuchera 
had the idea to take the flat sheets to the Wahluke High 
School’s Shop teacher and see if they wanted a school 
project.  After speaking with the School Superintendent, 
Gary Greene, it was decided this would be a great 
project for the students.  They had to learn how to roll the 
material into cylinders, then drill and rivet the cylinders to 
the PVC pipe that we provided.   
 
When completed the airport saved almost $3000 and the 
students received a practical lesson in manufacturing.  
The last reflector assembly was laser etched with the 
name of the school and the student that did most of the 
work, Vicente Nevarez, known to his friends as Chewy.  
Thanks to all the students and facility of Wahluke High 
School for your support.   
 
 
 

 
Yearly Fly-In Community Breakfast 
 
Next month, on Saturday June 19

th
, we will host our 

yearly Fly-In breakfast from 7 am to 11 am.  This year 
we estimate we will serve 350 guests and welcome over 
30 airplanes for the event.  Twenty three people have 

volunteered to cook, 
wait tables, park 
airplanes, and 
generally help make 
sure everyone is 
having a good time.  
We plan to have on 
display some exciting 
new airplanes and 
helicopters, so bring 
the kids and 

neighbors to see what we were able to lure to Desert Aire 
this year. A donation of $5.00 is suggested and the 
money will be used to help maintain the airport for all of 
the Desert Aire community and friends.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rattlesnake Mountain is the largest 
mountain in the continental United 
States without a single tree. 

As the summer recreation season 
begins, Grant County PUD would 
like to remind everyone that all 
public shore lands are sensitive 
areas and must be protected.  
Please refrain from dumping, 
planting, excavation, raking or 
removal of any vegetation, rock or 
sand without prior written 
authorization from Grant PUD.  Any 
necessary enforcement actions will 
be pursued, as appropriate, in 
cooperation with local, state, and 
federal law enforcement entities to 
correct the violation.  Please be safe 

and have a great summer. 



 

 



 
 

                  
Watermaster Report – Chris Guillen  

 
The new magnetic meter is installed on well SO6 and is 
showing about 70 gallons per minute less than the old 
meter.  The new meter is very accurate and should help 
us with our unaccounted for water.  This was the last 
source meter to be replaced on the domestic water 
system.  The maintenance on the magnetic meters is 
very easy since there are no moving parts and they can 
be calibrated in place. 
 
I have just taken the class and test for my aquatic facility 
operator certification.  This class was to teach me about 
how to operate the pool and newer technologies.  I also 
learned about how to keep the pool chemicals in check 
and try to stretch our chemical budget. 
 
We have just had our five year sanitary survey from 
Department Of Health and the inspector found no 
significant deficiencies with the water system.  There 
were a few small problems that the inspector would like 
to have me look at changing. 
 
Just as a reminder the new water polices, effective 
August 1

st
 2009 states members are not to access the 

meter boxes in any way or they will be subject to the 
enforcement mechanisms of the policy.  Since the new 
polices have gone into effect we have sent out 28 first 
offense violation notices and no second offense notices 
yet. 
 
All samples taken have been good.  We are currently at 
1098 connections to the water system.  The total year to 
date gallons produced for the overall domestic water 
system is 41,963,974. 
 
Conservation Tip 
Keep a bottle or pitcher of drinking water in the 
refrigerator.  This eliminates letting the tap run while 
waiting for the water to get cold. 
 
 

 

                            
 
PRO SHOP NEWS – Don Tracy, PGA Professional 
 
The weather for April was not very good. After a great 
March our numbers dipped for April. Green Fees for April 
of this year were $16,027.00 compared to $20,093.00 for 
April 2009. However, year to date our Green Fees are 
up. From January 1

st
 our Green Fees are $46,495.00 

compared to $44,250.00 for the same period last year. 
 
We have several exciting events coming up in the next 
month. This weekend is our annual Jack Rabbit 
Tournament which will have approximately 60 couples 
participating. Wednesday May 19

th
 at 9:00 AM is Sage 

Hills Home and Home here.  
 
Friday May 21

st
 at 5:00 PM, I am hosting a free clinic on 

the fundaments of the golf swing. Saturday May 22
nd

 is 
our first Deck Party and Pro Shop Sale from 4:00-7:00 
PM. There will be free food and drink specials along with 
several great sales items. 
Wednesday May 26

th
 is the Desert Aire Senior Exchange 

at 8:30 AM. Memorial Day Weekend is May 29
th
-31

st
. 

Remember to call two weeks in advance for tee times. 
Our Memorial Day Scramble will be Monday May 31

st
 at 

8:00 AM.  
 
In June there will be a Senior Exchange at Black Rock 
Creek G.C. on Wednesday June 10

th
. Our annual Desert 

Aire Bestball is June 12
th
 & 13

th
. We will be hosting the 

Central Washington Chapter Pro-Seniors on Monday 
June 21

st
. On Tuesday June 22

nd
 is our Ladies Club 

Visitation. Also, Wednesday June 23
rd

 is the Apple Tree 
Senior Exchange at 8:30 AM. 
 
Be sure to stop in to the Pro Shop and check out all our 
new spring merchandise. We have everything for your 
game as well as a variety of active sportswear for Men 
and Women. We hope to see you soon. 
 
 

Early Romans used porcupine 

quills as toothpicks.  
Pound for Pound, hamburgers 

cost more than new cars!  



 

                    
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 

 
PARKS, MARINA, GREENBELT – Bob Kibler 
 
Several years ago, lot owners were assessed $100 per 
lot to create a fund which would serve as our contribution 
to the upcoming Grant PUD Shoreline Improvement 
Plan. This money is held safely in CD funds. It is 
earmarked for boat launch and shoreline, and the Board 
has no plan to use it for any other purpose, such as 
building a tennis court. It might be used for an 
improvement on the PUD’s plan, for example, paving the 
boat launch parking and driving areas. 
Boaters have expressed a concern about having to wait 
until 2014 before the boat launch is repaired. We are 
looking into the possibility of performing a “quick fix” 
which would entail digging the boat basin access channel 
deeper and re-sloping the small boat basin launch. This 
would make our boat launch situation tolerable until the 
real fix occurs.  
The Parks Committee has installed a basketball court in 
the parking lot of the Desert Aire main park. Parks 
Committee members volunteered their time to begin the 
project on May 11, 2010. 
The Architectural Committee and the Parks, Marina and 
Greenbelt Committee are working together to bring 
consistency in the application of the Desert Aire 
Covenants concerning the common area. A tally of 
private golf cart paths through the golf course common 
area has been conducted. It shows over a hundred such 
paths that have not yet been documented by a License 
Agreement. This agreement, if granted, allows the 
continued use of the common area, but requires the 
person signing the License Agreement to properly 
maintain it. The agreement also stipulates that it will 
always remain common area, and that no liability will fall 
on Desert Aire because of changes made in the common 
area. Expect notices to be mailed out. If a path has 
become inactive, then the owner can barricade the path 
and no License Agreement is necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In Texas it's illegal to put graffiti on someone else's 
cow. 
 
 
Grapes explode when you put them in the 
microwave. 
 
 
More than ten people a year are killed by vending 
machines. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: Board Meeting Schedule: 
Effective July 2009 through June 2010 board meetings 
will be held the 2nd Friday of each month at 7:00 P.M., 
with no meeting scheduled in January. Meetings are held 
in the lower level of the Multi-Purpose building. 
 
BUSINESS OFFICE  
Betty Skinner, Sue Anderson 509-932-4839   
James Curdy, Jr. 
 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
Summer*: Monday – Friday  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Winter: Monday – Friday  8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
*Summer Hours are March thru October 
 
MAINTENANCE / GROUNDS 
James Curdy, Jr. - Superintendent 509-932-4466 
Rochelle Detering – Asst. Grounds Superintendent 
 
WATER DISTRIBUTION OPERATOR 
 Chris Guillen, Watermaster 509-932-5202               
 Water Emergency (After hours) 509-830-4332 
 Swimming Pool  509-932-4896 
   
GOLF-PRO SHOP    
Don Tracy – PGA Professional 509-932-4439 
 Tom Johnson, Tom Truax, 
 Carolyn Holmes, Brian Mullen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to those of 
you who contributed to the 

success of the Citizenôs 
Patrol Spaghetti Feed May 

8th 



  
 

                                         Website: www.desertaire.org 
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Survey Questionnaire 
 
To help with long range planning and goals setting, we need to know our member’s thoughts and 
desires. Please answer (circle) as many of the questions as you want and return them. Even if you 
only answer one question please return the questionnaire.  If we don’t get your input, it’s difficult to 
know what you want. 
 
 
Do you use the existing Cardboard Recycling? 
 

All the time Occasionally Rarely Never 

 
 
Would you Recycle other items if available?  
 

Plastic Glass Aluminum Cans All of them 

 
 
Do you think the Paid Security Patrol last winter was beneficial? 
 

Very Important Somewhat Important Unsure Not Needed 

 
 
 
Other comments or suggestions ______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you would like us to be able to contact you for further information regarding your input, please 
provide your contact information in the optional info area below 

 
Name         ___________________ Phone    ___________________ 
Address     ___________________ Email      ___________________ 
                  ___________________ Sent 5/24/10 
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