
  
 
 

504 Clubhouse Way W.  

Mattawa, WA  99349   

Phone (509) 932-4839  

Fax     (509) 932-5844 

office@desertaire.org 
www.desertaire.org 
 

 March  2010 

                                     
 
FROM THE PRESIDENTôS DESK (Jeff Shimmin) 
 
We are rapidly approaching the end of the current fiscal 
year and there are several items I wanted to mention 
pertaining to the 2010 ballot and annual meeting.   
 
One of the ballot items will be the election of Board 
members.  This year we will have three openings on the 
Board.  If you are interested in serving your community 
as a Board member please contact the office.   There are 
currently 9 Board positions.  If the two openings are not 
filled the Board will be considering reducing the official 
number of positions to 7.  This would allow us to operate 
with a smaller quorum (4 vs. 5).  Realize that the smaller 
the Board the fewer the opinions voiced when deciding 
on community issues. 
 
We also have started work on the budget for next year.   
The DAOA Board has the responsibility to decide what is 
included and excluded from the annual budget.  The 
Board also has the responsibility to determine what 
budget items are presented to the membership as a 
special assessment and which are not.  If there is a 
budget item that you would like us to consider the 
appropriate venue is a Board meeting.  The Board will be 
approving the final budget proposal at the May Board 
meeting.   
 
At the 2009 annual meeting there were a number of 
members who expressed confusion over some of the 
ballot items.  As a result, I committed to hold a public 
meeting to address your ballot questions prior to casting 
your votes.  This meeting will be held on June 5

th
 at 2:00 

p.m., downstairs in the multi-purpose building.  The 
annual ballot will be mailed out to members around May 
26

th
. 

 
The 2010 annual meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on 
June 26

th
 at the Sagebrush Senior Center.  Please plan 

on attending. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT (James R. Curdy, Jr.) 
 
Itôs good to see everyone coming back into town and 
enjoying the beautiful weather lately. 
 
 

Garbage Service is available through Waste 
Management of Wenatchee at (800) 572-4559. For 
non full time residents they even offer a roll out 
service for a nominal fee. With this you donôt even 
have to roll it out to the curb. 

 
 
ITôS AUCTION TIME AGAIN! 
SEALED BIDS (min. $500) for a 1995 Chevy S-10 pickup 
will be accepted at the business office through April 22

nd
 

at 5pm.This pickup is mechanically sound but very worn 
on the interior with (4-cyl, 5-spd, AC, 82,000 miles) Bid 
opening will be at 9am April 23

rd
 in the Lobby of the 

Multi-purpose Building.  
 
EXERCISE ROOM 
This facility has been renovated with fresh paint and new 
carpet after the roof was replaced last fall. (Thanks to 
volunteers painters Walt Hawkins & Larry Bonander) The 
annual combination change was made January 1

st
 so 

Members had to come into the business office during 
regular hours to fill out paperwork and get the new 
combination. Annual cost for this facility is $15 single or 
$25 couple. 
 
 

 
  

Did You Know???... 
that Burn Barrels are illegal in Grant County? 
Contact Grant County Public Works at (509) 754-
4319 for more info on what debris you can burn; 
and how and when. 
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BUSINESS OFFICE 
Fiscal year 2009-2010 is financially on track at this point. 
Delinquent accounts for annual dues are just under 
$11,000 (less than 3%). We only have a handful of 
properties in foreclosure and 15 liens outstanding which 
is pretty good today. 
 
PARK 
We are finished tearing up the park as the new irrigation 
system is finished and up and running. By midsummer 
you wonôt even be able to tell we were there except for all 
the green grass. Having the staff capable of doing these 
types of major renovations is extremely beneficial to us. 
 
MAINTENANCE 
The remodeling and expansion of this facility is complete 
for 2010 and we will hold an open house on Saturday 
April 17

th
 from 12-3pm during the ONLY free dump 

weekend in 2010. (Free dump days are April 15-19) 

 
 
A new RV Dump Station is located at the Golf Course RV 
campground. 

 
 
GOLF COURSE 
Since opening the golf course January 15

th
 we have 

done 2504 rounds. 
 
Our significant increases so far this year have been 
annual membership rounds and punch card rounds.  
Spring greens aerifying will be March 29

th
-31

st
. 

  Why do golf courses aerate 
the turf? Because it reduces compaction by 
removing soil cores from the ground, allowing the 
movement of water, air and nutrients to the turf 
roots. Highly traveled areas plus poor soil 
composition create compacted surfaces. 

 
I Hope everyone is ready for a good summer and best 
wishes for the year ahead. 
 
If you have any questions, thoughts, ideas or concerns 
feel free to contact me:  
James Curdy 
504 Clubhouse Way W or  
509-932-4839 or curdy@desertaire.org 
 
 
Communications Committee (Richard Kummer) 
 
Feedback on the revised web site is very positive. We 
had several requests for a chat room on the site. Due to 
liability exposure we decided not to support a chat room. 
We have set up a non-secure WI-FI hotspot at the 
clubhouse. Again, a secure site presents more issues 
than the present setup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Looking for a new exercise program? The óYakima 
Valley Sun Stridersô have set up a seasonal 5K 
and/or10K sanctioned Volksmarch course. Just 
ask for the Volksmarch box at the Shell Mini Mart 
and registar. There is no fee, unless you wish AVA 
credit. These walks are available 7 days a week 
from March 1 thru November 30. Take a blue 
booklet to find 14 other walks available in the mid-
Columbia area. The booklets will be available at 
the following locations: Mini Mart, Sagebrush 
Senior center and the Desert Aire multi-purpose 
building. Remember, these walks are non-
competitive. 
 
Speaking of walking, which a great many of us do, 
safety experts say to always walk while facing 
oncoming traffic. 
 

Want to tour the historic óBô reactor at Hanford? 
There will be 50 tours scheduled this year. Be 
quick, registration begin at midnight March 16

th
, 

and the open spots fill up fast. For more info on 
how to register, go to: 
manhattanprojectbreactor.hanford.gov/ 

mailto:curdy@desertaire.org


 

 



 
Architectural Committee ï Bill McCaffrey 

 
Since the last newsletter 5 months ago,  
the committee has approved; 
 
1 manufactured home 
3 site built homes 
2 sheds 
6 garages 
17 misc (pools, fences, patio covers, etc.)  
 

 
Our annual clean-up day this year is Friday, 
April 16. Come on down and help get our 
community looking good for summer. Dave Williams 
has continued his mighty efforts picking up trash  
on his daily walks. Letôs give Dave a breather 
and meet at the Clubhouse at 9 am for coffee  
and donuts before heading out. Anyone who is  
willing to bring a pickup truck will be rewarded 
with an extra donut. See you then. 
 

                  
Watermaster Report ï Chris Guillen  

 
The new main line on Summer Place has been 
completed and passed the entire testing.  The residents 
on Summer Place have now all been hooked up to the 
new line.  All that is left to do is the clean up and replace 
the asphalt that was cut out.  The project as a whole 
went very well.  We only had one accident when a 
service line got ripped out with the backhoe.  I would also 
like to thank the maintenance crew for their help with this 
project. I have also been replacing meters that are out 
dated and have a lot of use.  If the meter had no usage 
the parts in the meter are still new and donôt need 
replaced. 
 
Just as a reminder the new water polices, effective 
August 1st 2009 states members are not to access the 
meter boxes in any way or they will be subject to the 
enforcement mechanisms of the policy.   
 
I have just received our new magnetic meter for well 6; 
this is our last meter for the wells to be replaced.  I 
should have the meter installed in two weeks.  The whole 
setup weights about 200 pounds and will have to be 
bolted into place.  
 

All samples taken have been good.  We are currently at 
1097 connections to the water system.  The total year to 
date gallons produced for the overall domestic water 
system is 13,595,468.  
 
Conservation Tip  
Check toilets for leaks with food coloring or a leak 
detection tablet in the toilet tank.  If color appears in the 
bowl without flushing, there is a leak.  
 
 
Did You Know? 
The 1.2 million gallon reservoir is a large part of our fire 
rating of 6 that saves all of us money on our homeowners 
insurance. 
 
 

                            
 
PRO SHOP NEWS ï Don Tracy, PGA Pro 
 
Spring is definitely here. The weather has been fantastic 
the last few weeks. The course was only closed for a 
total of 23 days this winter. This was the mildest winter 
since 2002-2003. Greens Fees for this January and 
February were $13,091.00 compared to $9,117.00 for 
January and February 2009. The course is in great 
shape.    
 
The Seattle Golf Show was February 12

th
, 13

th
 and 14

th
 

at Qwest Field Convention Center in Seattle. Over 
10,000 people attended the show this year. The show 
went extremely well and Desert Aire received a 
tremendous amount of exposure. Several people were 
interested in our golf course and in real estate in Desert 
Aire. 
 
Our winter Bestball Tournament was March 13

th
 and 14

th
. 

We had a full field with 64 teams and 128 players. The 
Kick-Off Scramble is Saturday March 27

th
. The Jack 

Rabbit Couples Tournament is May 15
th
 and 16

th
. Menôs 

Club has been playing every Wednesday and Saturday 
at 9:00 AM. Ladies Club is playing at 10:00 AM on 
Tuesdays and 9:00 AM on Saturdays. 
 
There are 10 cart storages available for rent. The rent is 
$25.00 per month or $200.00 per year (December 1

st
 to 

November 30
th
. 

 
The Pro Shop has new spring merchandise arriving 
throughout March. Be sure to stop by and check out our 
Menôs and Womenôs apparel, clubs, bags, shoes and 
novelties. Hope to see you soon. 
 
 
 



 

 
Dick & Melinda SkogersonéPrudential Northwest Real Estate News 

127 Frontier Way, Desert Aire 99349 Direct Line 425-458-4140/42 
 

 
The real estate market has improved,  sales are up 71% overall from last year! Most have accepted the value adjustments and are 

tired of feeling sad, so, letôs make lemonade out of lemons.  Anticipated values skewed our long range plans but short term there 

are many opportunities that could help us recover.  Dick and I are excited about the surge in activity in both Kirkland and Desert 

Aire.  We have had more walk in traffic in two months then we had in all of 2009.  The Golf Show this year was a huge success 

with record attendees and most people we talked to had heard of Desert Aire.  Several accepted our invitation to visit and have 

already dropped by.  The best kept secret is finally out so we expect to see an upswing in sales. 

 

Pacific Real Estate, our property management company, cannot keep up with the demand for long term rentals.  Buying an 

investment rental in Desert Aire will bring long term investment return so donôt hesitate to buy while the rates are still low.  Weôve 

had several owner contract sales close so far this year, so ask us ñwhoôs doing owner contracts?   Let us tell you how owner 

contracts can work for you as a Buyer or a Seller. 

 

Fun things are already beginning to happen in Desert Aire.  The Desert Aire shopping center is moving forward with site 

improvements and looking for ways to expand the services.  Miriam, is undoubtedly conjuring up a new spring latté, Halberts is 

stocking up on more new summer goodies and the Sand Trap and R Tavern are sweeping off their patios for more outdoor fun.   

And just wait until you meet the new pastors at Riverside Presbyterian, fantastic find you guys, thank you.  (I think May1 is their 

start date) 

 

So, squeeze those lemons and letôs make some lemonade!   Take the cart covers off for another round and oh yeah, ask Dick about 

his hole in one!  Swing by and say hi.      Sincerely,  Melinda & Dick 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



 6 
PARKS, MARINA, GREENBELT ï Bob Kibler 
 
License Agreements: I find that some residents still 
have misunderstandings about the Desert Aire License 
Agreement and how it pertains to using the common 
area. Here is a short discourse in the form of Questions 
and Answers: 
 
What is a License Agreement? It is Desert Aireôs 
version of a variance.  If granted, it allows a lot owner to 
use some portion of the common area, aka ñgreen beltò, 
for personal use not allowed in the Covenants. It requires 
the lot owner to keep that part of the common area in 
good condition and it stipulates that Desert Aire will 
always be the owner of it. The License Agreement 
application is available from the business office and is 
submitted to the Architecture Committee.  
 
Is a License Agreement optional? No, it is required if 
you are using, or want permission to use, the common 
area for some purpose not normally allowed in the 
Covenants, even if it has been going on for years or was 
started by a previous owner, and even if you were once 
given oral permission by a previous Board. Common 
area includes the land that surrounds the golf course. 
 
What am I normally allowed to do in the common 
area without a License Agreement?  
Think of it as a State or National Park: walk through it 
and enjoy it, otherwise leave it alone. Since 2005, 
Covenant 2.03 (available on the web site or in the 
business office) has been your guide on how the 
common area may be used. This was voted in by the 
body of Desert Aire residents. You checked your lot 
borders when you purchased your property. You should 
know where your lot is and the location of any adjacent 
common area. 
 
Water Department policy does not allow any new use of 
residential water outside of lot boundaries, so that means 
no new gardens in the Common Area. 
 
Boat Launch: The Grant PUD has concluded upland 
geotechnical borings at the boat launch area and is 
moving toward completion of the in-water work. The 
report for the environmental study is being finalized and 
registered with the Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation. The License Amendment 
application, proposing to relocate park amenities from 
Cox Landing to Boat Launch area, has been submitted to 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The 
development applications will be forwarded to the 
appropriate governmental agencies upon approval of all 
required environmental studies and design drawings. The 
boat launch improvements are scheduled to be 
constructed in 2014. 
 
Walking Access Paths: There are four suggested 
walking paths to access Priest Rapids shoreline area. 
The two paths are located on the Northern and two on 
the Southern portions. On the North both paths extend 

off of Lakeside Way. The thirty-foot wide community 
walkway paths are posted with the ñWalking Access 
Pathò signs. The Southern portion of the shoreline has 
one of the paths off Edgewater near Fairway Place and 
another one on Washington Place streets. 
 
 

 
       North Shore 
 
The public is encouraged to treat the shoreline with the 
respect it deserves and show consideration for the 
personal property rights of adjacent lot owners. Littering 
on the shoreline is prohibited. The Parks, Marina and 
Greenbelt Committee meets on the second Friday of 
each month at 5:00 PM downstairs in the Multipurpose 
Building. The public is invited to attend and provide input 
to the Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Did you know that the Grant County road grid 
system is based on one-mile grids? East ïWest 
roads are numbered. Road 25 is one mile south of 
road 24 and one mile north of road 26.  
 
In our Southwest quadrant, numbers get larger 
going south (towards the Vernita Bridge) and 
smaller going north (towards the Vantage Bridge). 
North-south roads are alphabetical and also based 
on one-mile spacing.  
 
We are on the western edge of the southwest 
quadrant, therefore road R is three miles west of 
road O. The alphabet gets smaller heading 
towards Othello. Donôt ask me about Desert Aire 
addresses, I havenôt figured them out yet!! 
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Desert Aire Airport News ï David Strand 
 
Winter is not over yet, but I 
know everyone is looking 
forward to spring and 
consistently warmer 
weather. We have already 
started planning this yearôs 
fly-in breakfast to be held on 
Saturday, June 19th, 
Fatherôs Day weekend.  Breakfast will be served from 7 
AM to 11 AM and everyone is welcome.  This is an 
opportunity for the airport residents to invite our 
community and fellow flyers from around our region to 
come see what we do in Desert Aire.  We usually have a 
surprise or two for our guests and the kids love the 
airplanes. Northwest MedStar will have their newest fixed 
wing critical-care transport plane (the Pilatus) at the 
annual Airport Fly in Breakfast. 
 
 

In 2005 the airport 
commission completed the 
Desert Aire Airport Layout 
Plan (ALP) which describes 
the path to achieving FAA 
certification for small 
airports.  Despite the weak 
economy we are on track to 
attaining that goal.  This 
year we have applied for a 
State Airport Aid Grant to 
start the design engineering 
for a wider, safer runway.  
The current runway is only 

34 feet wide and the asphalt is heavily cracked.  The 
National Business Aircraft Association (NBAA) requires a 
minimum runway width of 40 feet to operate aircraft 
insured by the NBAA.  Many of the aircraft that are used 
by Medivac  flights, which is so critical to our area, fall 
under the NBAA requirements.  We have also applied to 
have the cracks in our runway and tie down area filled 
and our two taxiways coated with a sealant to protect the 
asphalt and repaint the taxiway markings.   
The estimate to engineer and construct the new runway 
is $600,000.  Needless to say we donôt have that kind of 
money, but along with the Port of Mattawa, we are in the 
process of seeking additional State and private funds.  It 
is important to this community to have an emergency 
response capability and the improvements are necessary 
and prudent.  A new runway would also potentially 
provide a significant economic stimulus to the farmers 
and businesses in our area. 
This year on April 16

th
, the day that Desert Aire 

designates as ñClean-Up Day, we will be asking for 
volunteers to help walk the runway and taxiways to check 
for FOD.  FOD is a term used by us sky geeks that 
means Foreign Object Damage and usually ends up 
being trash.  If you are a Friend of the Airport and would 
like to help, please join us in the tie down area at 9:00 
AM on April 16

th
.  See you then. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention Desert Aire Residents 
 

Aircraft Owners & Pilots Admin (AOPA) in 
conjunction with the Transportation Security 
Admin. (TSA) wish to remind residents that 
unauthorized personnel are not allowed on 
Runways, Taxiways, or Aircraft Movement 

areas.  If you as a resident observe any 
unauthorized or suspicious activities please 
notify airport management, @ 509-932-5642 

or call 866/GA-SECURE. 

DID YOU KNOW?---Grant County does 

not have an American Red Cross 

Chapter?  When there is a need for Red 

Cross in our Desert Aire-Mattawa area, 

requests must be made to the Apple 

Valley Red Cross Chapter in Wenatchee, 

which is responsible for tending to 

disasters in Grant County.  Because of the 

distance involved Apple Valley Red 

Cross often contacts either the Kittitas 

County Red Cross in Ellensburg or the 

Benton-Franklin Red Cross in Kennewick 

to respond to our local needs.   

  

Jennifer Carkner, director of the Kittitas 

office in Ellensburg has suggested it 

would be to our benefit to have a ñfirst 

response teamò here in our area.  She 

stated that all of Eastern Washington is 

working to make sure each community is 

prepared for disasters.  If there is enough 

interest, she will come to us and provide 

the following trainings:  I. Fulfilling Our 

Mission, II. Shelter Operations, and III. 

Shelter Simulation.  The three classes 

would amount to a total of nine hours of 

training that would be broken down into 

separate days.  

  

If you are interested in the training please 

call  

Carmen Tribble at 932-5632. 
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Spaghetti Feed May 8th, 5PM 


