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FROM THE PRESIDENTôS DESK (Jeff Shimmin) 
 
Thank you to those who took the time to attend the 
annual meeting.  The 2010/2011 budget was approved 
and most of you voting were in favor of Desert Aire 
becoming a ñGolf Cart Zoneò.  Cheryl Wolff was returned 
to the Board and Gary Varney became our new member.  
Following the annual meeting the Board met to select 
officers for this next year.  Cheryl was selected as the 
new Vice President, Richard Kummer is the new 
Secretary and I will be returning as your President and 
Treasurer.  The Board still has an open position.  If you 
are interested in being considered for this position please 
contact the DAOA office. 
 
Unfortunately on the 4

th
 of July it was necessary for the 

Board to make the decision to cancel our annual 
fireworks display.  The high winds we were experiencing 
made it very risky to allow the fireworks.  The Grant 
County District #8 Fire Department asked me to thank 
the membership for their understanding and cooperation.  
The County was inundated with fires on July 4

th
.  Our 

District was the only one in Grant County that did not 
experience any fires. 
 
Now that we have membership approval to proceed on 
the tennis court rebuild, a group is being formed to plan 
the details of this project and make recommendations to 
the Board for approval.  Gary Varney will be chairing this 
group which will include a cross section of our 
community.  Gary plans on holding an open meeting to 
discuss ideas with the membership later this month.  
Watch for a meeting notice if you are interested in 
participating. 
 
The Board has started the process to request the Grant 
County Commissioners to designate Desert Aire as a 
ñGolf Cart Zoneò.  This process will take some time.   
Meanwhile, it is still illegal to drive your cart on the roads 
in Desert Aire unless your cart has been licensed as 
ñStreet Legalò by the state of Washington.  Once we 
receive the designation from the county, carts will still be 
required to meet certain safety requirements and pass 
some level of inspection to receive the required 
authorization sticker.  We will keep you informed as we 
progress through this process. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT (James R. Curdy, Jr.) 
 
BUSINESS OFFICE 
Annual meeting attendance was similar to the last couple 
of years but the number of ballots turned in was up just 
over 16%. 
 
Annual billing has been sent out totaling $530,671.46 
and as of July 14th we had received $111,760 in 
payments. 
 
REMINDERS 
Owners Cards are only sent out when annual dues are 
paid in full! 
 
We still have 29 Golf Cart stickers and 46 Boat Launch 
stickers that have been paid for and not picked up. 
Please come get them! On weekends they can be picked 
up in the Pro-Shop & at the Boat Launch from the 
attendant. 
 

Mark Your Calendars for the Food Bank 
Fund Raiser Dinner and Dessert 

Auction on August 21st 
 

You are all invited to attend the 4th annual 
Mattawa Area Food Bank Fund Raiser 
dinner and dessert auction on August 21st 
at the Sagebrush Senior Center from 5-7 
PM.  This year the menu will feature a 
baked potato meal, which includes locally 
grown baked potatoes with your choice of 
toppings of chili, onions, grated cheese,  
sour cream and a green salad, plus French 
bread.  The silent auction for the fantastic 
desserts will begin promptly at 5 PM with 
the live auction ongoing between the 
hours of 5-6:30 PM.  Don Armstrong has 
again agreed to be the auctioneer for this 
fun event.  A minimum $5.00 donation per 
person would be appreciated.  Thank you 
all for your support of this worthy cause. 

 



  
PARKS 
The parkôs new irrigation system that staff installed last 
winter is doing a good job. At this point you can hardly 
tell it was all torn up just a few months ago. 

 
 
Down at the boat launch 4

th
 of July weekend we had a 

number of boats sustain significant damage from the 
rocks while trying to get into the marina when the winds 
came up Sunday afternoon. This was just a reminder of 
why we need to push forward with this project. 
 

Garbage Service is available through 
Wastemanagement of Wenatchee at (800) 572-4559. 
For non full-time residents they even offer a roll out 
service for a nominal fee. With this you donôt even 
have to roll it out to the curb. 

 
MAINTENANCE 
The open house of this remodeled facility was well 
attended by over 100 members who were shown much of 
the specialty equipment used to maintain the 
development. Thanks to modern energy-efficient 
construction, the power bill for this facility has actually 
dropped an average of $10/month even though we 
added on 1500SF, an 83% increase in sq. footage. 
 
REMINDER 
Waste oil is actually appreciated as we use it to heat the 
shop during winter months. Just drop it off anytime weôre 
open. Mon-Fri 7AM-3PM at 504 Clubhouse Way W.  
 
GOLF COURSE 
Adapting to the newly completed irrigation system on the 
front nine has been a challenge but the end result is an 
excellent looking course, even in the late spring with all 
the wind weôve had and a little heat. 
YTD rounds played at 14,374 are finally about even with 
last year after a terrible spring. Our Annual member play 
is up this year while daily greens fees are down.  
 

Quick Fact 
Golf courses have a cooling effect during the hot 
summer months. The average temperature on the 
golf course is typically 5- 7 degrees cooler than a 
residential area and 7-15 degrees cooler than an 
urban downtown setting. 

 
If you have any questions, thoughts, ideas or concerns 
feel free to contact me at:  
504 Clubhouse Way W.   or 509-932-4839   or 
curdy@desertaire.org 
 
 
Architecture Committee Report - Cheryl Wolff 
  
As reported at the Ownerôs Annual Meeting on June 26, 
2010, Activity from July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009: 6 
Manufactured Homes; 8 Stick-Built Homes; 10 Sheds; 14 
Garages; 60 Miscellaneous.  Activity from July 1, 2009-
June 26, 2010: 5 Manufactured Homes; 4 Stick-Built 
Homes; 4 Sheds; 8 Garages; 46 Miscellaneous. 
 
The Architecture Committee has been working with the 
Parks & Greenbelt Committee to approve License 
Agreements for owners who have encroached into or 
across the Common Areas of Desert Aire; such as golf 
cart paths and landscaping.  We also grant variances 
and license agreements when there is an unusual or 
special circumstance.  We are enforcing these 
encroachments because the Desert Aire owners expect 
the board to enforce the CC&Rs.  It is simple and easy to 
pick up a License Agreement from the office.  Simply fill it 
out with the required information, return it to the office 
and it will be assessed at the next Architecture 
Committee Meeting.  To date, all the requests that have 
been submitted have been approved.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
 
Recycling Resources (Cheryl Wolff) 
 
The refuse drop box on State Route 243, between Desert Aire 
and Mattawa, is able to take some of your recyclables.  Without 
paying a fee you may drop off: 

 Any color glass bottles and jars (please rinse them out 
first) 

 Partial cans of latex paint (if it is dried out it must go in the 
garbage) 

 Any vehicle & household batteries, including computer & 
rechargeable 

 
Refuse Drop Box Hours of Operation: 
    9:00 A.M. ï 3:00 P.M. Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays 
    9:00 A.M. ï 5:00 P.M. Saturdays during the summer 
    9:00 A.M. ï 4:00 P.M. Saturdays during the winter 
 
At the Desert Aire maintenance building, you may drop off:  

 Cardboard that is broken down & flattened (just across 
from the office) 

 Used motor oil which is used to heat the shop (check in at 
the office first)  

  
Drop Off Used Motor Oil Between:  7:00 A.M. ï 3:00 P.M. 
 
You may put your aluminum cans out for pick up by our very 
own ñcan manò in his yellow cart: 

 Rinse them out (donôt crush them) put them in a plastic 
bag and place near your garage or house.  Please secure 
the bag of cans so it wonôt blow away. 

mailto:curdy@desertaire.org


  
Desert Aire Airport News ï David Strand 
 
Fly-In Breakfast 2010 
 
Rain showers and some fog in the surrounding area and 
overcast skies on the west side of the mountains 
prevented many aircraft from attending this yearôs event.  
One pilot told one of our servers that he flew 250 miles 
from Richland to get here.  We counted 14 aircraft in total 
for the day.  In past years weôve had over 40 airplanes 
parked in various spots on the airport.  Fortunately our 
guest of honor, Medstarôs Pilatus PC-12 was able to 
make the show.    

 
Although the 
weather wasnôt 
the greatest for 
flying, our local 
community 
turned out in 
grand fashion.  
We served 365 
people, give or 
take a few, used 
55lbs. of 
pancake mix, 4 

gallon of syrup, 75 cartons of milk, 60 dozen of eggs, 18 
containers of orange juice, and a small dump truck full of 
coffee beans.  All this and not one complaint and that 
includes the inspectors from the health department.  

 

After all the bills were paid this yearôs breakfast cleared 
$1644 which will be used to help maintain the airport 
facilities.  We would like to thank Gordy and Eileen 
Harang for the use of their hangar and to all the 
volunteers who worked so hard to make this a successful 
community event.  See you all again next year. 
 
Second Annual Desert Airport Drag Race 
 
Next month, on Saturday August 7th, the Desert Aire 
Lions Club will host the second annual Hot Desert Nights 

Drag Race.  
Based on the 
success of last 
yearôs race this 
yearôs event 
promises to be 
bigger and 
better but 
hopefully not 
hotter, as last 
year we 
registered 107 

degrees on the track and in the bleachers. 
 
The track will open for registration at 11:00 am and 
racing will begin at noon.  We will race two cars at a time 
this year and run till 3pm.  Racers will pay $20 per car 
and spectators will be asked for a $5 donation per 
person.   
 
After the races there will be a car show in the park at 
4pm followed by a BBQ hosted by the Lions Club.  See 
you there. 
 

Attention Desert Aire Residents 
 

Aircraft Owners & Pilots Admin (AOPA) in conjunction 
with the Transportation Security Admin. (TSA) wish to 
remind residents that unauthorized personnel are not 
allowed on Runways, Taxiways, or Aircraft Movement 
areas.  If you as a resident observe any unauthorized or 
suspicious activities please notify airport management,                              
@ 509-932-5642 or call 866/GA-SECURE. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
99% of people cannot lick their elbow. 
 
Originally, Nintendo was a playing card 
manufacturer. 
 
Black bears are not always black. They can be 
brown, cinnamon, yellow, and sometimes white. 
 
It's illegal to fish in the Ohio River in Kentucky 
without an Indiana Fishing License. 
 
The cigarette lighter was invented before the 
match. 
 
All major league baseball umpires must wear black 
underwear while on the job! 



 
 

 


